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Plan Section Subsection Page 
# 

Comment Received MaineHousing Response # of 
Comments 

Eligible Applications Selection Criteria- 
Project Based 
Rental Assistance 

4 Use of Federal, State or local 
project based rental assistance 
should be used strategically in 
combination with a true 
affordability standard. 
 
According to this year’s draft plan, 
it appears that Maine Housing no 
longer plans to ensure that PBVs 
are attached to all HTF units. This 
adds a new concern for us. While 
we still seriously question the 
efficiency of this use of PBVs, we 
would not want this approach to 
be abandoned without an 
alternative strategy that ensures 
truly affordable rents.   

This change was made to encourage 
applicants to include other resources 
in their proposals. 
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 Selection Criteria- 
Project Based 
Rental Assistance 

4 The plan must include a true 
affordability standard.  We strongly 
urge you to adopt an affordability 
standard that most closely 
approximates the traditional HUD 
income-based affordability 
standard (rental costs equal 30% of 
monthly income). 

The affordability standard will be 
included in the 2018 HTF RFP. 
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 State Limited 
Beneficiaries or 
Preferences 

3 LIHTC projects should be given 
greater priority as they are likely to 
yield a greater number of new, 
affordable units for extremely low 
income people.  

It is MaineHousing’s intent that the 
program be available for use in many 
varied ways, and that no particular 
style or use is prioritized other than 
ensuring the affordability 
requirements.  All Maine LIHTC 

1 



applicants will be eligible this year as 
well.   

 State Limited 
Beneficiaries or 
Preferences 

3, 7 The Draft Plan’s proposal to adopt 
an affordability period in excess of 
the federal minimum is greatly 
appreciated, but we urge you to 
take and even bolder step to ensure 
greater ongoing affordability.  
 
 
If permanent affordability is not 
possible, then we strongly 
recommend providing additional 
scoring points to applicants who 
are willing to commit to 50 years of 
affordability or more. 

As the commenter noted, Maine’s 
draft allocation plan requires 
applicants to create housing affordable 
to extremely low income households 
for a minimum of 45 years.  Based on 
our research on other states’ allocation 
plans, very few states (4 that we could 
identify) require an affordability 
period longer than 30 years.  The 45 
year requirement is consistent with 
MaineHousing’s affordability 
requirements in other housing 
development programs.   
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 Selection Criteria 3-4 We strongly urge you to 
incorporate the scoring criteria 
from the RFP into the HTF Plan 
itself.   

The scoring criteria are listed in the 
allocation plan in order of priority.  
Their respective point values will be 
outlined in the RFP.  That is so that 
we might make adjustments to address 
public feedback for the Allocation 
Plan, or to address any changing 
housing priorities in Maine’s extremely 
low income community that may 
occur up until the time of RFP 
publication. 
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 Selection Criteria - 
Applicant’s ability 
to undertake eligible 
activities in a timely 
manner.   

3 Applicant’s ability to undertake 
eligible activities in a timely 
manner.  This criterion goes to the 
most fundamental qualifications of 
an applicant seeking HTF 
resources.  Thus, we strongly urge 
you to remove this from the 
scoring criteria and establish it as a 
threshold criterion instead.   

An applicant’s capacity or ability to 
undertake eligible activities in a timely 
manner is ranked as our highest 
priority selection criteria.  Leaving 
capacity in the selection criteria allows 
MaineHousing to differentiate among 
applicants with varying degrees of 
experience.    
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 Selection Criteria - 
The extent to which 
the application 
makes use of non-
federal funding 
sources. 

3 The extent to which the application 
makes use of non-federal funding 
sources. We encourage you to 
incentivize leveraging of all other 
funding that will maximize the 
number of new affordable units 
available to extremely low income 
people. 

HUD Guidance for HTF Grantees on 
the Fiscal Year 2017 Housing Trust 
Fund Allocation Plan (CPD Notice 
17-05), includes “the extent to which 
the application makes use of non-
Federal funding sources” as a required 
element.  These non-federal funds are 
leverage for the federal HTF funds. 
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 Selection Criteria - 
Priority based upon 
geographic diversity. 

3 Priority based upon geographic 
diversity.  We urge you to modify 
this proposed criterion to avoid 
categorically excluding areas that 
have recently received new 
affordable housing, without a 
careful analysis of the extent of 
need remaining in that area. 

The Allocation Plan has been changed 
to read “MaineHousing will regard the 
entire State of Maine as the eligible 
area for purposes of the HTF.  
Applicants will receive additional 
scoring points for projects that will be 
developed in locations that have been 
designated as high opportunity areas 
as set forth in MaineHousing’s 
Housing Trust Fund 2018 Request for 
Proposals, or areas that are 
underserved.” 
 

1 

 Selection Criteria - 
Degree to which 
applicants will 
expand the number 
of adaptable and 
accessible units in 
the State; Degree to 
which the applicant 
will serve homeless 
people. 

3 Degree to which applicants will 
expand the number of adaptable 
and accessible units in the State; 
Degree to which the applicant will 
serve homeless people.  We 
appreciate the need to prioritize 
both of these criteria, but urge you 
to add language to both ensuring 
that these units must also be 
affordable. 

Per HUD requirements, all units 
funded by the HTF must have rents 
below the maximum HTF rents, as 
outlined in 24 CFR 93.302.  
Additionally, the Introduction to the 
Allocation Plan includes language 
confirming this, as will the RFP. 
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 Selection Criteria - 
Applicants’ ability 
to obligate HTF 
funds.   

4 Applicants’ ability to obligate HTF 
funds.  Again we urge you to make 
this a threshold criterion, rather 
than a scoring criterion.  This 
fundamental ability to implement 
the project should be assumed of 
all applicants after a threshold 
review, and should not dilute the 
scoring process in a manner that 
undermines greater prioritization 
of other key priorities.  
 

Scoring based on an applicant’s 
readiness or ability to obligate HTF 
funds in a timely manner allows 
MaineHousing to differentiate among 
applicants in various stages of 
readiness.  Applicants with financing, 
local approvals, architectural plans, 
and site control in place will score 
higher.      
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 Selection Criteria - 
The Merits of the 
application in 
meeting the State’s 
priority housing 
needs.   

4 The Merits of the application in 
meeting the State’s priority housing 
needs.  We strongly support the 
three priorities used as examples of 
priority needs in the draft plan, and 
urge you to attribute more points 
to such priorities. 

MaineHousing appreciates the 
comments and will take the 
recommendation under consideration 
as we prepare the scoring system for 
the RFP 
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 Selection Criteria - 
For rental housing, 
the extent to which 
the project has 
Federal, State, or 
local project-based 
rental assistance to 
ensure rent is 
affordable to 
extremely low 
income people.   
 

4 For rental housing, the extent to 
which the project has Federal, 
State, or local project-based rental 
assistance to ensure rent is 
affordable to extremely low income 
people.   
 
It is difficult to determine from the 
RFP how many, if any points, are 
associated with this criterion.  We 
strongly encourage you to apply a 
certain number of points to this 
criterion consistent with the value 
of ensuring true affordability to 
those with little or no income.  We 
highly value this priority, targeted 
as we have discussed, and 
encourage you to give it greater 

The 2018 RFP will set forth specific 
points for rental assistance.  Under the 
2017 RFP, Component V: 
Leveraged Funds states that there is 
a maximum amount of 12 points 
available.  The specific breakdown is 
as follows: 
“ 

a) Project-based rental assistance 
provided for the project from 
a source other than 
MaineHousing.  (up to 6 
Points) 

b) Non-MaineHousing leveraged 
funds development capital or 
operational funding. (up to 3 
Points) 

c) Non-federal leveraged funds 
(other than market rate loans 
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priority and significant points in 
the selection criteria.  

and other MaineHousing 
resources) for development 
capital or operational funding. 
(up to 3 Points)” 

Maximum Per-Unit 
Development 
Subsidy Amount 

 5 We would urge MaineHousing to 
promote more efficient and 
effective use of the NHTF dollars 
by reducing the maximum subsidy 
limits to no more than $100,000 
per unit. 

The subsidy levels in the Allocation 
Plan reflect the federal subsidy limits 
applicable to Maine.  To maximize the 
efficiency of the NHTF dollars, 
applicants under the RFP will be 
incentivized by points to apply with 
the lowest subsidy level possible. 
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  5 Align any NHTF cost limits with 
existing cost limits in Maine’s 
Qualified Allocation Plan. 

MaineHousing chose to align the per-
unit cost limits with the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program 
limits for Maine to allow for a greater 
flexibility and variety of uses. 

1 

Comments were received from the following organizations:  Maine Equal Justice Partners and Avesta Housing 


